[Thromboendarterectomy as a treatment for chronic pulmonary hypertension].
Chronic pulmonary hypertension is an extremely difficult disease to diagnose and is usually identified by the exclusion of other more recognized causes of enlargement in mean pulmonary arterial resistance. Up to now, treatments proposed for this disease, have not been very successful. Medical procedures are not a long term proper solution which leads the process to an irreversible point whose only solution should be a pulmonary transplantation. In recent years, study groups have established a surgical method, alternative to transplantation, which has been able to increase, with a decrease in mortality rates, a longer and a better quality of life for the patients affected by this disease: we are talking about pulmonary thromboendarterectomy.